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A Letier from the Chairman

Dear Members and Friends:

What a way to start owr 80th Season at Le Petit Thédte du
Vieux Carrét

From all reports, Sophisticated Ladies wds a rescunding
success. Opening night was indeed a thilling experlence, and
as the reviews kept coming in during the run, | knew we had a
hit. Specidl praise and thanks to Sonny Borey, Karen Hebert, .
Debby Simeon, Derek Frankiin, Jay Haydel and o most falent-  Rebert I Landzy
ed cast and crew. The crchestra was indeed worthy of the
Duke himself,

ftwas a very amipitious task that Marda Burton, Maryflynn Thomas and Linda
Maher undertook this summer o set a goal of 300 Patron Members. It Is with
pleasure that | report that the response was outstanding. We now have 330
Patron Club Members. There is still time to upgrade to Patron Membership as we
nave five more plays {affer tonighty and many more benefits in sfore for you.

The Patron Parly, held opening night, was a fremendous success. Le Petit
Thédtre’s Board of Governors wishes to express ifs sincere appreciation to Patron
Co-Chairmen, Maryflynn and Redding Thomas and Linda and Tom Maher for a
job welldone. Our Honored Guest, Delta Burke, contributed much to making the
party and night o huge success.

Space deoes not dllow me fo acknowledge alf of the Pafron Pc:rry
Cormmittee, but | would be remiss if | did not mention Victor Chisesi, Marguerita
Bergen, Sheila Daviin, Gayle Batt, Mory Katherine Lonairo, Michasel Thels, Rosie
Bloomn. Jude Swerson, Archie Bland, Juanita Pradel, Michael Mays. Allain Andry
and Ginger Hitt. We need good workers fike you fo survive and grow.
Piaase continue your excellent waork.

Now, sit back and enjoy Neil Simon's Laughfer on the 23rd Floor. Nedl Simon
has been a Broodway phenomenon since his first full length play in 1961, He has
the uncanny ability to take o seemingly insignificant “sice of life” and make It o
successful and usuclly hilgrious audience pleaser. Director, Keith Briggs has
indeed assemiled a very talented cast and | hope you will snjoy this second
production of our 80th Season,

Piease note that A Christmas Carol will only be presented December 5th
through December 15th, If you are a third week subscriber, Please call Sonya
(522-2081) to select the performance of your choice.

Sincersly,
Robert J. Landry, Chairman
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Roy Tagliavore, Helm Paint and Supply. Dionne Butier, Rhonda Joyce,
Brigette Pailet, Al Shea, Tulane University Theatre Department
and Tulane Summer Lyric Theatre, ol area news media,
and all those who helped fo make “Laughter” d success,
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CAST
(in order of their appearance)

LUCOS o LEON CONTAVESPRIE
Mt BUTCH BENIT
Val o ROY DUMONT
Brian ... e MICHAEL SULLIVAN
Kenny ... oo GARTH CURRIE
Carob ..o JAN CHAMBERLAIN
Max Pince ... ROBERT PAVLOVICH
Helen .. ......... ... . oo LAURA NORTH
i N MARC BELLONI

SCENE

An office on the 23rd fioor of a building on 57th Street, New York City
ACT I
March 1953
ACTII

Scene 1; Seven months later  Scene 2: Christrnas Eve
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THEATRE STAFF
TECHNICAL DIRECTOR 4 oo i e e e s Bill Walker
ADMINISIRATIVE ASSISTANT/
Box OFFICE MANAGER ... .. oo e e Sonya Swain
ASIISTANT TECHNICAL DIRECTOR v v v v e Neil Ingles
[RESIDENT STAGE MANAGER .. ... ... ... Amy Emicry
PHOTOGRAPHER/HOUSE MANAGER . . . o e Arthur Tong
CUSTODIAN vttt e et e e Andrew Carmen




PRODUCTION STAFF AND CREW

DIECHOr . L Keith Briggs : THE PATRONS CLUB
COStUMBI, i e Kellie L. Gfengs _ HONORARY LIFE MEMBERS
EF?\:'!C DSS'Q” """"""""""""""""" ;em? !?rzlggs Heten Hayes*  June Austin®  Ethel Crumb Brett*  C. Stocker Fonteleu
KNNG LDEsIgN oo aniel Aimmey :
identStage Manager. ... ..o Amy Emb ; ARCHANGELS
Eisr’:sgny ST?JQ@ Moniger Kcﬁ'?\:y Rie;;/ . Malcolm M, Dienes and Company Windsor Court Hotel
Assistant Stage Manager. .. ... Shava Christina . ANGELS
PUBICHY . oo et Vatican Lokey J.J. and Donald M. Dooley  Dr. Gerald J. Domingue  Mrs. Paula £ Maher
production At Work Edward R, Cox Robert Monroe J. Edgar Monroe Foundation
TechnicalDirector. . .. ... .. o Bill Walker STARS
Assistant Technicat Director Neil Ingles Delta Burke Mitchell £, Crusto Jr., EsqQ. Mr. and Mrs, Brunswick G. Deutsch
MGStor CODNE . o+ oo Robbie Guilot Dr. John Franklyn Bunn Jim Garza Gerald McRaney
Campentar. ... e Alyssa Robbins ACTORS
Master Eleciiician . ..o Neil Ingles : Mrs, John A. Batt Sonny Borey  Keith C. Briggs Dr. Victor Chisesi ‘
Eiectician Bob Paviovich : Dr, Carolyn M. Clawson (2)  F C. Fellerman Jr.  John Frestone Jr. Derek Frankiin
S : Mir. and Mrs, Harold J. Heno Jr. - Calvin W. Hoffpauir - Drs, Emmett and Lynn tohnson
Light Bocrd Cperators ... oo, Kelly Keegan, Mr. and Mrs. Ralph L. Kaskel Jr. M and Mrs. Leonard King
Jaime Ardoyno : Mr, and Mrs, Robert J. Landry  Mary Katherine Lonpatro  Richard Weidel
Sound Engineer Don McDonald Dr. wiliam R. Procell  Ann Schroeder  Frank Sciacca Mrs. Robert Senvier
""""""""""""""""" , Mr. and Mrs. Hugo Wedemeyer
Sound Operator . ... . Gabriela Femandez ¢ v
Properties ... . Keith Briggs, Kathy Riess, SUPPORTING PLAYERS
Shave Christina f' R. Ciyde Abercrombie Herry J. Bryer Jr. Lois Winter Crandel
House ManQger ... ..o Arthur Tong o Rotert Aramson Marda Burton . Koﬂbwieen Crasson
: : Mr. and Mrs. Deryl Ackley Mr. and Mrs. Charies Cabibl Jr. - Barbara Cribbs
PIOGIAMS .. Vatican LORGY' Bl Watker : br. J, B. Anderson Margaret Camplbel Patick Cullen
Arny Embry Ann Adair Anderson Vincent Cannata (2) Mrs. George M. Daigle
Jonet Baum Anderson (2) My and Mrs. Robert Carey Mrs. W. J. Daly
. Mr. and Mrs, Aliain Andiry Connie Causey Sheila Daviin
. , W i : Mrs. Herman M. Baginsky M. and Mrs, Bob Carr Mrand Mrs, David L. Dean
§ a R t ;
¢ Expel‘lence The V\;e f;;i;]?s jﬁl ; ; Luis & Barroso Robert Carrow Evelyn Dillon
E“ Sti s A dv allta e 99 Cateri g § : M. and Mrs. Louis Bartels FHora P, Chernry Dr. Charlofte Ducote (2)
ge. ermg h Margaret Beaver M. and Mrs, Nathanis! . Marene R. Duronstet
ey Furnished ] Berry P. Becnel Chesnut Betty Ells
. / . 885.8001 Adrian C. Banjamin Ji. (2) Stephen N, Chesnut Law Firm Dr, Ahmed Fawzy (2)
] o Mr. and Mrs. Bernard Benneft Rose Annette Chises Richard Fiske
4738 Utica® Meriric, La. 70006 Morgarita Bergen Frances Ciaravella £r. and Mrs, Robert Flumy
Part Bertucci (23 Mrs. Eidred Cieutat Mrs. lvan M. Foley
: Dr. and Mrs, Robert Bloom Ben Cimini J. Robert Fortenbery (2)
GIFTS » CARDS » JEWELRY iy M. and Mrs. R, W. Boebel Anthony J. Clesi Jr. . Edward Foulks (2)
REPAIR RELIGIOUS ARTICLES ) Dana and Ginny Burgess Martin Coady (2) Knowles French Jr.
| Caorinne "Lindy” Boggs Louise Coleman {2) Linda Fied
(504) 586-0440 Carrollton Jewelry Shop L Mr. and Mrs. Sclvatore Bordiee  Ziphia Colombo Eciwin Friedrich
Walter Bost M. and Mrs, Clitf Caollins Chanyl B. Frischhertz
821 Gravier St. * Suite 1700 8127 Ock Strest -5 Mon.-Sat Rosemcry Bresatte Leon Contavesprie Stewarf J, Gahn Jr.
New Orleans, LA 70112-1533 New Oﬁegr{s? ?A 70118 (504) 866-0748 Karen Burger Jarnes J. Cooke Jr Paticia Garcia
Or. and Mrs, David J. Bush Ralph £, Council Witiam H. Garrett
‘deceased




M. and Mrs, Chester Gelpi
Mr. and Mrs. James W, George
Mr, and Mrs. Wiliam Gershuny
Beb Goggin
Lynette A. Greene
Dr. and Mrs. Douglas W, Greve
Cr. Robert Guytan
Del Hall
Donna Harmsher
Susan Honermann (2
Debarah Harking (2)
Mr.and Mrs. Tom Harrds
Mrs. Joseph Haspe! Jr.
M andd Mrs. Paul Hassell
Harold J. Hayde!
Greather Heathcock
and Son Inc.
Wilkam D. Hebeisen
T. M. Hendrix ). (2)
Mr. and s, Numa C. Hero Jr.
touise C. Hiers
Angelo Hif
Ginger Hift
Mr. and Mrs. Warurn Holbrook
Jules Hubert
Leon Impastato
Dr, Bernard Jaffe
Tornrmye H. James
Melvin Janes (&)
John Kelly
Dy, and Mrs. Wright Kernmery
Nirs, Morris Kinger
Dorothy Kokoshis.
Ted A, Kraft Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Fred Krass Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph J. Krebs Jr.
Mrs. Robert F. Keejeu
Mr. cnd Mrs, John P Labouisse
Victor C. Leglise Jr.
Rosarnary Lamousin
Patricia Lanson
Jane Lawton
Jean Mae T. Lecn
Thetresa Lutostansky
Florence Lyons
Jormes C. Marks (2)
Mr. end Mrs. John C. Martin
M. Vivian Martinez
Michael Mays
Betty MacConnell

SUPPORTING PLAYERS

continued

Mr. and Mrs. Bob McCalia
M. and s, Robert ).
McDowell

Gordon Hobson Maginnis
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Maher
S. Ann Mahorner

Cr. Jarie M. Manders (2)
D Irwin Marcus

Dr. Kathleen McMahan
Mr. and Mrs. Julian Meister
Sandra Miller

Dr. Monica L. Monicg
Karen Ann Becnel Moore
Waldemar 3. Nelson (2)
Betfty Sue Nermec
Michaet Newell {2)

Gait Noel

Nell Molan

Dee Nunez

Francis del, Oddo

M. anct Mrs, Richard O'Kreplid
Sarch Lee O'Nell

Judy Connor Palmer

Mrs. M. N. Pergament
inez Philips

Mary Lee Pittman

Mrs. Leon A, Pradel

Dr. Michael S. Prejecn

Dr. Wilkam Procel (3)

Sally Quinlan

Dr, and s, Ronald Rakin
Brucie Rafferty

Irma Reinike

W, Hardy Richardson If (2)
Barbara Richmond
Warren Rngham

Dandel Robson

Jucn Rodriguez

Mrs. Dennls Rosenberg

Br. and Mrs, John Salvaggio
Martha Ann Samuel
Sarah L. Schiieber
Delores Schwilling

Mr. and Mrs. Mackis B
Shistone

Fred Shulman (2)

Dr. and Mrs. Mark Siady
George Simino (2)

Laura Sitges

Mrs, Evald Skau

Cecilia Satten (2)

Albvin Smifth

Eizabeth Smith

testie Snadowsky ()
Starady

Dr. R. L. Stiernholm (2
Michaet D, Stosher

Leslie S. Stokes

Gina A, Stewart

Adricn Suarez

Mr. and Mrs. Mike Sutfon
Stephen Swain

James W, Swensoen (2)
Lauren Swinney

Denise Sypesteyn

Dr. Sorej Tampira

Marnyflyrn Thomas
Redding W. Thomas

Bill R. Tillet

lscibel Toups

Dr. and Mrs. Joseph . Trapani
Lilkcan Trert-Cohen

Sandra Trout

s, A, J. Valentino

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Valkovick
D, Kimn E. Van Geffen

M and Mrs. John Van
Vrancken

Barbara Dykes Vaughn
Framk Vonderhaar Jr,

Mary Ellen Wade

Mr. and Mrs. Wesley Wahlig
M. and Mrs. Nathan Wallfisch
Boyd T. Westbrook

Mr, and Mrs. Robert Whitmore
Bob Whittington

Bruce Wiley

Michae! Willkinson (2)
Joseph Vita Windhorst
Josephine Vita Windharst
Annette Wood

Jack Wood

Mr. and Mrs. Paul Wood
William D. Workmaon

Ida Zachary

Vivian Zetzman

Palon memberships recelved
after Cclober 1994, willbe
included in next program.

e,
THE CAST

MARC E. BELLONI (Ira Stone) - Over the past 15 years, Marc has performed in

theatres all over New Orleans, including the Bevery Dinner Theatre, CAC,
Riverfown Repertory, Movie Pitchers, Toulouse Theatre, Loyola University
{where he received a B.A. in drama), the Tue Brew Theatre and fonight
marks his debut on the Le Petit stage. Marc’s credits include Pseudalus in A
Funny Thing Happened on the Way fo the Forumn, Closer Than Ever, Wonder
Years, Search and Destroy, Love Letters, Where the Girls Were, and Saints for
a Day. Besides a career as a lawyer, Mare sings and plays rhythrm guitar with
locadl aitemnative rock band, CLI0, and folk-rock duet, White Toast Dry. If
you're ever diving down Tchoupifoulas, check out his G0 ft. mural on the
comer of Celeste Street.

BUTCH BENIT (MIiit Fields) ~ Mr. Benit is rnaking his first appearance in a play at
Le Petfit in over thirty years, "They must have lked me because they asked
me back” he says. Butch was last seen as the Frenchman Vai du Vdl in
Riverfown Repertory’s production of Liffle Me. He has done shows at amost
every theafre in the areq, winning both the Big Easy and Storer Boone
Awards as Best Actor of the Year for his portrayal as John Barrymore in the
Bayou Theatre’s production of | Hate Hamlet. However he may be best
remambered as co-creator head writer and member of the original cast of
the satirical revue Nobodly Likes A Smart Ass which was a fixture on Bourbon
Street for 17 years. Butch has worked as a sfand-up comic nationally inciud-
ing Las Vegas and Los Angeles and has appeared In fedtured roles In over a
dozen movies, He is also the recipient of the Mayoralty Certificate of Meritin
New Oreans as well as the Key to the City and is an answer in the New
Orleans Trivial Pursult Game,

JAN CHAMBERLAIN (Carol Wyman) - Jan (ak.a. Chimento) is thriled to be on

Le Petit's stage for the first time — and o be working with such & briliant cast,
crew, and director af that! Jan was Iast seen in the original cast of the award
winning comady ...And the Ball and All as Verna and her “summa furs”, By
day she still “acts” as a sales rep for Medical Specicities. This one's for you
Matt!

LEON CONTAVESPRIE {Lucas Brickman) - This is Leon’s second show af Le Petit,
He was tast seen as the young actor in The Woman in Black and more
recently he appecared in George M! at Riverfown Repertory. A few of this
favorite roles include Love Leffers, Noises Off, The Musical Comeady Murders
of 1940 American Sunset, and Lone Star. Special thanks fo Keith and Kat;
and he dedicafes this performance fo his grandfather the late “Jony™
Contavesprie.

GARTH CURRIE (Kenny Franks) - Laughter... marks Garth’s debut af Le Petit. He

appeared s the walter in The Edible Complex by Lisa Stansky in Drama




Rama ‘9?5 and held the title role in Enferfaining Mr. Sioane with the Dog and
Pony Theatre Company. Other roles on his resume include Hamm in
Beckett's Endgame, Warwick in The Lark by Jean Anhouille, and Essex in
Maxwell Anderson’s Elizabeth, The Queen. Originally from Gulfport, MS,
Garth works in film and video production and has resided in New Oreans
since Octlober *87.

ROY DUMONT (vl Skolsky) - Mr. Dumont is happy to be back at Le Petit on their
Big 80th year, and to be reunited with Keith again since inhernit fhe Wind ot
Rivertown Repertory. it is impossible fo call this work, being with the finest writ-
ing staff and crew - Let's Enjoyl

LAURA NORTH (Helen) - Ms. North makes har New Orleans debut on Le Petit's
Mainstage, honored to be a part of it's 80th season. Haling from Sarasola,
Florida, Laura acknowledges the variety of opporiunities avaiabia here for
performing artists, Theme park experience includes the Disney/MGM Studios
in Crlando, Universal Studios in Hollywood, CA, and Hersheypark in Hershey,
PA. Laura admifs to have paid several dues in the course of having per-
formed in a Children’s Musical Theatre Tour... yet, she perseveres, knowing
that if your legs don’t hurt by the fime you've climbed your way to the top -
perhaps you don't deserve 1o be there at all.

ROBERT PAVLOVICH (Max Prince) - My Pavlovich feels fortunate fo have
played a number of wonderful roles in the past year inciuding Petruchio in
the Dog and Pony Theatre Company’s Shakespeare in the Park Production
of Jaming of the Shrew, Oscar in The Litfle Foxes, Bradley in 4 Dogs & A Bone
at Soeuthern Rep, and Lenny In Conner & Associates’ production of Of Mice
and Men at JPAS. Bob received the 1994 Big Easy Award for Best Actor in
a Drama for his multiple roles in Dog & Pony’s production of Search and
Destroy. He also received the 1995 Big Easy Award for Baest Actor in Search
and Destroy. He dlso received the 1995 Big Easy Award in a Drama for his
portrayal of Lenny in Of Mice and Men. His peers henored him with the 1994
Storer Boone Award for Best Suppoerting Actor for Search and Destroy and
e 1995 Storer Boone Award for Best Actor in a Drama for Of Mice and Men.
Bob is a board member of The American Federation of Television and Radio
Arfists-New Orleans and an Equity Membership Candidate. He is the proud
father of two fine boys, Bobby and Brett, Bob also thanks his wife, Diane Lala,
for her understanding, support and love —just three of the many ingredients
found in the cragzy life they shaore.

MICHAEL SULLIVAN (Bricin Doyle) - M. Sullivan is thrilled to be making his debut
at Le Petit in such a great show, Michael has most recently been seen as the
butier in Masguerade Production’s The Philadslphia Story. Favorite roles
include Mr. DePinna in You Cart't Talee it With You and Mr. Martin in Hofei
Paradiso {both at Rivertown Repertory Theate) and Camille in A Flea in Her
Ear at Starcastle Dinner Theatre. Michael can also currently be heard as the

)
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ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Laughter o the 23rd Floor was the first presented by Emanuel Azenberg
at Duke University’s R. J. Reynolds Industries Theatre in Durham, North Caroling,
on Qctober 19, 1993, and subsequently opened in New York City on

November 22, 1993, Since 1960, a New York season without < NEIL SIMON

comedy or musical has been a rare one. His first play was Come Blow Your
Horn, followed by the musicatl Litfle Me, During the 19466-67 season, Barefoof in
the Park, The Odd Couple, Sweet Charty, ond The Star Scangled Girfwere all
running simulfaneously; in the 1970-1971 season, Broadway theatre goers had
their choice of Piaza Suite, Last of the Red Hot Lovers, and Promises, Promises.
Next came The Gingerbread Lady, The Prisonar of Second Avenue The
Sunshine Boys, The Good Doctor, God's Favorife, California Suite, Chapter
Twao, They re Piaying Qur Song. | Ought fo Be in Pictures, Foofs, a revival of Little
Me, the trilogy comprised of Brighfon Beach Memoirs, Blioxi Blues (which won
the Tony Award for Best Play), and Broadway Bound,. the fernale version of The
Odd Coupile, and Rumors.

Lost in Yonkers, which won both the Tony Award for Baest Play and the
Pulitzer Prize for Drama in 1991, waos followed by Jake's Women, the musical
varsion of The Goodbye Girl and Latughter on the 23rd Floor. Nell Simon began
his writing caresr in television, working for The Phil Silvers Show and Sid Caesar's
Your Show of Shows. He has ako wrifen adaptations of his own work for the
screen: Barefoot in the Park, The Odd Couple, Plaza Suite, Last of the Red Hot
Lovers, The Prisoner of Second Avenus, The Sunshine Boys, Californicr Suits,
Chapter Two, | Ought To Be in Picturss, Brighton Beach Memoirs, Biloxi Blues,
and Lost in Yonkers. His other screenplays include Affer the Fox, The Qur-of-
Towners, The Hearfbreak Kicl Murder by Death, The Goodbye Girl The Chedp
Detective, Seemis Like Old Times, Only When ! Laugh, and Max Dugan Returns,

ABOUT LAUGHTER ON THE 23RD FLOOR

From America’s favorte playwright, Laugher on the 23rd Foor is a
“screamingly funny” (Philadelphia inguirer) Broadway hit abouf a team of
comedy writers in television’s Golden Age.

Set in 1953, neil Simon’'s “flat-out funniest play in years” (Dennis
Cunningham, CBS-TV) re-creates the mayhem, neuroses, nonstop gags, and
constant one-upmanship of a team of brilliartly funny social misfits as they
write The Max Prince Show. o weekly varety program. Among the crew are
Milt, played by Butch Benii, the insult artist, lra, played by Marc Belloni, the
hypochendriac whose dream is to have a virus named after hirm, and val
played by Roy Dumont, a Russian emigre who takes ¢ Berlitz course so he can
curse without an accent. They are devoted to their boss, Max, played by Bob
Paviovich, a comic genius, a tyrant, and a paranociac with a heart of gold. Bui
his penchant for tippling and pepping too many pills is growing under the pres-
sures of arising McCarthyism, network executives, and sponsors who want him
to cut back his “too-smart” show and staff so that they can chose affer the
Leave It To Baaver and Father Knows Best audience,

Brocdway's funniest playwright wiiting about a feam of comedy writers?
It's ne wonder Laughter on the 23rd Floor is “the funniest comedy on
Brocdway in years” (Variety),

~ 13 ~




CHECK OUT OUR 1996-97 SEASON

A Christmas Carol ..., .......... December 515
Director - Lyla Hay Owen

The imporance of Being Ermnest . . . January 10-26
Director - Stocker Fontelieu

ShelovesMe .................. February 28 - March 16

Director - Keith Briggs
The Sound of Music ............ April 25 - May 11
Director - Brandt Blocker :
Barmnum ....................... June 13-29
-Director - Sonny Borey
Call Box Office At Le Petlit.

For Reservations and Ticket Information
522-2081 -, .7

BOARD OF GOVERNORS
Robert J. Landry, cHAmRmMAN
Dr. Gerdid Domingue, VICE CHARMAN
Frank H. Sciacca, prespent
Isabel A. Toups, sECRETARY
Wesley D, Wahlig, 1reasurer

Victor P, Chisesi, M.D. Nathaniel J. Chesnut Jr.

Mrs. Georgs M. Daigle Barry Grodsky
John Kelly Lteonard M. King
Forence Lyons Karen Ann Becnal Moore

Janet K. Wallfisch

VICE PRESIDENTS
Mrs. John A, Batt = Marda Burton ¢ Stewart H. Gahn « Willom H, Garrett
Mrs. Raiph Kaskeil Jr. » Bill R, Tillett

GUILD PRESIDENT
Mrs. Brunswick G, Deutsch

Mrs. Leon A. Pradel

80TH ANNIVERSARY ADVISORY AND DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE
Anthony J. Clesi Jr. ¢ Sheila Daviin + Linda M. Fried * S. Ann Mahorner
Fred Sahuc < Mary Flynn Thomas

STAFF BIOS

KEITH BRIGGS (Direcior/Scenic Designer) - Keith Briggs returms to Le Petit this season

with two productions, tonight's Laughter on the 23rd Foor, and the local premier of
the musical She Loves Me. At Le Petit he has directed last season’s awdard-winning
The Heiress, as well as A Streefcar Named Desire and 1's Only a Play. He has direct-
ed many producticns locally at Rivertown Repertory, the CAC, The University of New
Crteans, and many others. He is the recipient of two “Big Easy” awards ond the Storer
Boone award. His experience also includes numerous productions in the
Greenwich/Westport, Connecticut area. A graduate of Tulane and UNQO, Keith holds
an MA and MFA in theatrcal direction.

DANIEL ZIMMER (Lighting Designer) - Mr. Zimmer received his formal training at New

York's Studio and Farum of Stage Design and has designed numerous productions in
both New Oreans andt New York. He earmed the NOSJ Award for Lighting Designer
of the year in 1992, and the Storer Boone Award for Lighting Designer of the year in
1993.

KELLE L. GRENGS (Costume Designer) - Kelie is an M.FA. graduate from Tulane

University where she studied Costume Design. Her undergraduate wok ot the
University of Wisconsin - STOUT was a B.S, In Apparel Design. She has designed for
Tulane Summer Lyrc Theatre and Le Petit in the past and is currently working on
costume designs for the enterfainment and casino industries.

BilL WALKER (Technical Birector) - This is Mr. Walker's third production of Le Petit, and first

asjust TD. (Sigh of rellef!) He has enjoyed the oppotunity to work with Keith Briggs and
company for the first time. When away from the theatre, Bill enjoys playing drums for
the alternative rock band, CL10, with the mudti-talented Marc Belloni (irar).

AMY EMBRY (Resident Stage Manager) - This is Army’s third season of Le Petit as Resident

Stage Manager. Amy has stage managed at many local theatres as well as in
Cdlifornia, with the likes of Bob Newhart and Jack Kermp. Her production credits at
Le Petit include the recent smash hit Sophisticated Ladias, They're Flaying Our Song.
The Sisters Rosenweig, The Woman in Black and info The Woods at Slidell Litte
Theatre, As a chorecgrapher Amy has staged such shows as Nunsense, Nunsense i,
A My Name s Sill Alice, and Assassing and was recently nominated for the Storer
Boone Award for her work in Jesus Christ Superstar. Last season, Amy recelved the
Teddy’s Corner Award for excellence in Children’s theatre,

KATHY RIESS (Stage Manager) - Laughfer... marks Kathy's sixth show with Keith and her

second show at Le Petif. As an actor Ms. Riess was last seen on stage as Blanche in
Brighton Beach Memairs. Recently, Kathy was honored with the 1996 Storer Boone
Award for Best Stage Manager. She is ecstatic 1o be working with Keith, Shava, Amy,
and Dan again, and to finally be working with “mon prince aux yeux rnarron”,

SHAVA CHRISTINA (Assistant Stage Managern) - This show rmarks Shava's second

production af Le Pefit, Shava’s most recent production was as Assistant Sfage
Manager for George Mi He is thrifed to be back at Le Petit with Keith, Kat and the




A BRIEF HISTORY OF LE PETIT THEATRE

This 75-year-old community theatre, Le Petit Theatre du Vieux Carre, had its incep-
fion back in 1916, when a group of amateur theatre-lovers began putting on plays in
the drawing room of one of the membsrs.

The enthusiastic audiences of The Drawing Room Players, as they called them-
seivas, soon grew to the point where a larger space was needed, so the founders
decided to rent space in the lower Pontalba Bullding-for the sum of $17.50 per monthl
When the quarters were ready, a chiistening was held, ond “Le Pefit Theatre du Vieux
Camre” was inqugurcted, Lord Dunsany, the eminent trish playwright, visifing the city.
formally launched the new playhouse with his commendation and good wishes.

Success and a growing audience soon made it clear that even larger quarters
were needed, and the present site at the corer of §t. Peter and Charires Streets was
purchased, under the guidance of Harold W. Newrnan, Sr., the Chairman of the Boeard.,
Thyee small shed-ike buildings facing St Peter St were removed and the present the-
atre bullding was constructed in 1922, Noted architect Richard Koch designed it in
cuthentic Spanish Colenial styie.

The original comer buliding was designed in 1789 by Gitberto Gulllemard and pulit
In 1794 by Jean Baptiste Orso, a wedithy citizen of New Orleans, The originat buliding
was destroved in the great fire of 1794 and was rebuilt in 1797 for the iast Spanish gov-
ernor of Louisiana, Don Manuel Gayose de temos,

After the Louisicna Purchase in 1803, the corner building passed fhrough many
hands until the mid-19th century. when it became a bar catied “le Veou Qi Tete,” As
the French Quarter declined info a slum, the buiding fell into disrepair and remained
so untilits acquisition by the theatre group, an important compoenent of the “urban pio-
neers” of the 1920's who revived the French Quarter by making it a center for the arts.

Many prominent Crleanians were In the founding group: civic lsaders, educarors,
writers, businessmen; the famous New Crieans names appearing in the early programs
are too many to enumerate, Buf three should be menfioned—the three “fairy god-
mothers” who stared it alt; Louise (Mrs, J. Oscan) Nixon, the "mother” of the group:
Helen Pitkin {(Mrs. Christian) Schertz; and Rhea Loab (Mrs. Abraham) Galdberg (ater
Mrs. Eberhard Deutsch). in whose house at 1527 Seventh Street the Drawing Room
Piayers first performed.

The building complex holds g fully professionally equipped theatre seating 460, The
cormer building, reconstructed in 1963, holds reception rooms, offices, dressing rooms,
and a Children’s Comer theatre with a capaclty of more than 120,

The thealre is supenvised by a Board of Governors, with productions staged by a
professional staff, All the performers are volunteers, in accordance with the charter
designating it a community theatre, though many are professionals in music, dances,
TV or other performing arfs. Auditions are open 1o afl

During its 75 years of operation, Le Petit Thédtre du Vieux Carré has been recog-
nized as one of the leading “ithe” or community theatres in the nation.

“Le Pelit Thédire is nof just good communily theatre —it Is
magnificent community thealre.”

HELEN HAYES

- Corner building as it appeared when Le Petit purchased it for thelr expanded thealical use.

Photo was made by famous French Quarter phofographer Edmund Mugnier,

SPONSORS OF 80TH ANNIVERSARY ACKNOWLEDGED

The following firms and individuals have confributed
to our 80th Anniversary celebration. We thank them sincerely.

PETER APOSTOLIS (POSIER ARTIST)
ARNAUD’S RESTAURANT
BACCO RESIAURANT
BAYONA RESTAURANT
BErGEN GALLERIES
Buack TiE SERvICE
BoLosNA BrOTHERS Licor
Bomear Ciup
BROUSSARD'S RESTAURANT
ExPRESS SIGNS, INC.
FaiLy’s IRiSH Pus
STEWART GAHN {INVITATION ARTIST)
K-Paul’s Louistana KIfCHEN
LAKE fCE
LasorDE PRINUING CO.

LA MADELEINE FRENCH BAKERY
La Marauise PAsTRY SHOP
Mary CATHERINE LONATRO
Louisiana SUPERDOME
Mr. B's BistRO

Maicolm M. DieNEs AND Company
ToM AND Linpa MAHER

MARINE AND INDUSTRIAL
Head CArRe SERVICES, INC.

MAPOLEON HOUSE
NOLA
QUTDOOR SYSTEMS INC.
PAT O'BRiEN's BAR
PerTUIT & PARTNERS

ANDREA PERSCERET
{PATRON BOARD ARTIST)

PETUNIA'S RESTAURANT
Jotn W. (Jack) PiTkIN JR.
REMOULADES
The MONTALBANG GROUP
Tom Woob ENTERPRISES
VENTURE SCREEN PRINTING
Vieux CARRE WINE & SeiRiTs
WINN-DIXE SUPERMARKETS
WinDsor COURT HOTEL




CARROLLTON AVENUE
Tuxedo & Alterations

LATEST IN STYLE & COLOR

“Now | know why
I shop Krauss
first.

“I always find what I want -
everything we and the kids want to
wear for the theatre, work or play,
plus everything we need for our
home ~ all value priced - and the
 people are so nice and friendly”

Over 35 Years Experience

488-4055

Beeper: 459-2449

4724 §. Carrollton Ave.
Near Canal
New Orleans, LA 70119
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Anna Mae, Mgr.

AIR CONDITIONING
HEATING » HEAT PUMPS
RESIDENTIAL » COMMERCIAL ! __
e ¥ Yo
COMMERGIAL REFRIGERATION w7 s 1 i e _
ENERGY SAVING 0230 i 5301000
MAINTENANCE AGREEMENTS (Mondoy-Saturday) TrERIlER . (Monday-Saturday]
ROW - gEA,v
pet = TAKE A FRONT ROW SEAT . .Of course...
- ME;S« ﬁé: Call for your épm reservation
Guaranieed to get you g -
282-0625 fo the show on fime - Canal at Basin

24 HOUR SERVICE AVAILABLE 56902530 - 523-3311




We are now affering
"The Prelude, " @ 3 conrse prix
five menc for BEN, guaranteed
fe ael you Lo the theatre on Uime

(6 poe seating only)

st G

Loneh

Wonday - Priday 11:30
PWe featune "Phe Ruick Fix,”

Central-Divie Garage
(Feructte & Dauphinel]

Ggou can nos Wﬂ&e yaus most memorable accasiana.
Catering to Partics and Recoptiona.

cloe inatile Your m.nfwhon of ”f@?faﬂbmml de Fgwn,nng
weotored 2ad floon of the Dapoeon House.

&E«?&m: 524.9752

=Now 04uaifa£[’£

525-2431

500 Ghastres Stacet




